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Seminar Background

Personal Background
e Government: White House, Federal Communications
Commission,

e Technology VC: Insight Venture Partners, Lehman Brothers,
Polaris

e Expose you to real projects, policy, and people
e Raise your Tech IQ
e Get credits toward your GSD degree

Logistics: Students get priority, seminar is not for credit



Seminar Series

Introduction to Open Data

Government Digital Services

Privacy and Personal Data Portability

Marketing U.S. Data: Data Jams, Datapaloozas, Hackathons, Prizes, & CDOs
Government Spending Transparency

Smart Cities/Internet of Things

Data Journalism

Freedom of Information Act

Healthcare.gov: A Case Study

Regulatory Modernization



Today’s guest: Hudson Hollister

e Executive Director of the Data
Transparency Coalition
e Advocates on behalf of the
private sector and the public
interest for publication of
standardized and machine-
readable gov data.

Former

e House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform

e US Securities and Exchange
Commission




The DATA Act
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What’s beyond? Similar mandates in financial
regulation, other areas.



Pre-DATA Act Landscape

Financial reports: Agencies = Treasury
Payment requests: Agencies = Treasury
Budget planning and actions: Agencies > OMB
Assistance: Agencies = Commerce, GSA
Procurement: Agencies = GSA

Grants: Awardees = agencies

Contracts: Awardees = agencies, GSA
Subawards: Prime awardees - OMB

Government Performance and Results Act: Agencies = Congress,
OMB

Information not available, accessible, or interoperable



Why a Law?
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“It’s nobody’s job.” — A law can align responsibilities
A permanent mandate — An enforceable open data mandate

Congressional involvement — Enable ongoing Congressional
interest and funding






DATA: the Basics

Treasury and OMB

Establish government-wide
data identifiers.

Establish government-wide
data format.

Publish grants, contracts,
and internal spending on
existing USASpending
portal.

OMB to run pilot program to

test standardized reporting
by recipients.

Agencies
 Apply data standards to own
reporting.

e After OMB pilot program,
apply data standards to
recipient reporting.

e Data quality reports by each
inspector general.

Recipients

e Standardized reporting if
imposed by agencies after
OMB pilot.



DATA: Impact
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DATA___
TRANSPARENCY
—  COALITION

Founded: February 2012.

Mission: Representing the public interest and the private
sector, advocate the publication of government
information as standardized, machine-readable data.

Executive Members: Teradata, Workiva, PwC, Research
Data Group, RR Donnelley.

Role: Advocacy, education, collaboration.

Future: Advocate full DATA implementation for federal
spending; pursue open data mandates in other areas,
starting with financial regulation and legislative data.



Discussion Topics

Challenges and opportunities of open data in government spending
Open data laws vs. executive branch actions
Domain-specific opposition and support

Future of open data laws and executive branch actions



Key Takeaways

Despite widespread agreement on the need for open data, policy
change requires determined change agents

The most valuable areas of government information (i.e. spending) tend
to be the hardest to transform into open data

Next Week: Smart Cities



Homework

e The Federal Spending Transparency Github is
open for public commenting.

e http://fedspendingtransparency.github.io/dataelem

ents/

e Go and participate in the conversation!
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Additional Resources

DTC Contact
0 http://www.datacoalition.org

O hudson.hollister@datacoalition.org

O Twitter: @datacoalition

Sunlight Agenda 2015 - Executive Branch Transparency Agenda
O http://sunlightfoundation.com/policy/agenda/

The Data Transparency Coalition — The DATA Act, an Overview

0 http://www.datacoalition.org/wp-
content/uploads/2014/11/dataactinfographic.pdf

House Committee on Oversight: Witness and testimony on
transforming federal spending

0 http://oversight.house.gov/hearing/transforming-federal-spending-
implementing-digital-accountability-transparency-act/
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