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By ROBIN McDOWELL, MARGIE MASON AND MARTHA MENDOZA
Associated Press

BENJINA, Indonesia (AP)

T he Burmese slaves sat on the floor 
and stared through the rusty bars 
of their locked cage, hidden on 

a tiny tropical island thousands of miles 
from home.

Just a few yards away, other workers 
loaded cargo ships with slave-caught 
seafood that clouds the supply networks 
of major supermarkets, restaurants and 
even pet stores in the United States.

But the eight imprisoned men were 
considered flight risks — laborers who 
might dare run away. They lived on a few 
bites of rice and curry a day in a space 
barely big enough to lie down, stuck until 
the next trawler forces them back to sea.

“All I did was tell my captain I couldn’t 
take it anymore, that I wanted to go home,” 

said Kyaw Naing, his dark eyes pleading 
into an Associated Press video camera 
sneaked in by a sympathetic worker. “The 
next time we docked,” he said nervously 
out of earshot of a nearby guard, “I was 
locked up.”

Here, in the Indonesian island village 
of Benjina and the surrounding waters, 
hundreds of trapped men represent one 
of the most desperate links criss-crossing 
between companies and countries in the 
seafood industry. This intricate web of 
connections separates the fish we eat from 
the men who catch it, and obscures a brutal 
truth: Your seafood may come from slaves.

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Associated Press  
notified the International Organization 
for Migration about men in this story, 
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By LOUISE STORY
and STEPHANIE SAUL

On the 74th floor of the Time Warner
Center, Condominium 74B was pur-
chased in 2010 for $15.65 million by a se-
cretive entity called 25CC ST74B L.L.C.
It traces to the family of Vitaly Malkin, a
former Russian senator and banker
who was barred from entering Canada
because of suspected connections to or-
ganized crime. Last fall, another shell
company bought a condo down the hall
for $21.4 million from a Greek busi-
nessman named Dimitrios Contominas,

who was arrested a year ago as part of a
corruption sweep in Greece. A few
floors down are three condos owned by
another shell company, Columbus Sky-
line L.L.C., which belongs to the family
of a Chinese businessman and contrac-
tor named Wang Wenliang. His con-
struction company was found housing
workers in New Jersey in hazardous,
unsanitary conditions.

Behind the dark glass towers of the
Time Warner Center looming over Cen-
tral Park, a majority of owners have tak-
en steps to keep their identities hidden,
registering condos in trusts, limited li-
ability companies or other entities that
shield their names. By piercing the se-
crecy of more than 200 shell companies,
The New York Times documented a
decade of ownership in this iconic Man-
hattan way station for global money
transforming the city’s real estate mar-
ket.

Many of the owners represent a
cross-section of American wealth: chief
executives and celebrities, doctors and

lawyers, technology entrepreneurs and
Wall Street traders.

But The Times also found a growing
proportion of wealthy foreigners, at
least 16 of whom have been the subject
of government inquiries around the
world, either personally or as heads of
companies. The cases range from hous-
ing and environmental violations to fi-
nancial fraud. Four owners have been
arrested, and another four have been

the subject of fines or penalties for ille-
gal activities.

The foreign owners have included
government officials and close associ-
ates of officials from Russia, Colombia,
Malaysia, China, Kazakhstan and Mex-
ico.

They have been able to make these
multimillion-dollar purchases with few
questions asked because of United
States laws that foster the movement of

largely untraceable money through
shell companies.

Vast sums are flowing unchecked
around the world as never before —
whether motivated by corruption, tax
avoidance or investment strategy, and
enabled by an ever-more-borderless
economy and a proliferation of ways to
move and hide assets.

Alighting in places like London, Sin-

TODD HEISLER/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Condo ownership in the Time Warner Center reflects the rising use of shell companies to buy high-end real estate.
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First of five articles.

Note: The graphic represents the number of apartments on each floor. Sources: PropertyShark, N.Y.C. Department of Buildings THE NEW YORK TIMES

Billionaires’ Haven  
In expensive condo developments near 
Central Park, the identities of most 
owners are hidden by shell companies.
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By AMY CHOZICK

With advice from more than
200 policy experts, Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton is trying to answer
what has emerged as a central
question of her early presidential
campaign strategy: how to ad-
dress the anger about income in-
equality without overly vilifying
the wealthy. 

Mrs. Clinton has not had to
wade into domestic policy since
before she became secretary of
state in 2009, and she has spent
the past few months engaged in
policy discussions with econo-
mists on the left and closer to the
Democratic Party’s center who
are grappling with the discontent
set off by the gap between rich
and poor. Sorting through the
often divergent advice to develop
an economic plan could affect the
timing and planning of the official
announcement of her campaign.

Although people close to Mrs.
Clinton say she has not yet set-
tled on a specific platform, she is
expected to embrace several
principles. They include standard
Democratic initiatives like rais-
ing the minimum wage, investing
in infrastructure, closing corpo-
rate tax loopholes and cutting
taxes for the middle class. Other
ideas are newer, such as provid-
ing incentives to corporations to
increase profit-sharing with em-
ployees and changing labor laws
to give workers more collective
bargaining power. 

Behind many of these propos-
als is a philosophy, endorsed by
Mrs. Clinton’s closest economic
advisers and often referred to as
inclusive capitalism, that con-
tends that a majority of Ameri-
cans do not want to punish the
rich; they just want to feel that

Economic Plan
Is a Quandary
For Clinton ’16

How to Address Anger
Over Wealth Gap

Continued on Page 18

By DECLAN WALSH

For decades, royal Arab hunt-
ing expeditions have traveled to
the far reaches of Pakistan in
pursuit of the houbara bustard —
a waddling, migratory bird
whose meat, they believe, con-
tains aphrodisiac powers.

Little expense is spared for the

elaborate winter hunts. Cargo
planes fly tents and luxury jeeps
into custom-built desert airstrips,
followed by private jets carrying
the kings and princes of Persian
Gulf countries along with their
precious charges: expensive
hunting falcons that are used to
kill the white-plumed houbara.

This year’s hunt, however, has

run into difficulty.
It started in November, when

the High Court in Baluchistan,
the vast and tumultuous Paki-
stani province that is a favored
hunting ground, canceled all for-
eign hunting permits in response
to complaints from conservation-
ists.

Those experts say the houb-
ara’s habitat, and perhaps the
long-term survival of the species,
which is already considered
threatened, has been endangered
by the ferocious pace of hunting.

That legal order ballooned into
a minor political crisis last week
when a senior Saudi prince and
his entourage landed in Baluchi-
stan, attracting unusually critical
media attention and a legal battle
that is scheduled to reach the
country’s Supreme Court in the
coming days.

Anger among conservationists
was heightened by the fact that
the prince — Fahd bin Sultan bin
Abdul Aziz, the governor of
Tabuk province — along with his
entourage had killed 2,100 houb-
ara over 21 days during last

For Saudis and Pakistan, a Bird of Contention

TALHA ALI

Pakistanis last year in Baluchistan Province with their catch of
houbara bustard. Foreign hunting permits have been canceled. Continued on Page 14

By SIMON ROMERO

BUENOS AIRES — The presi-
dent did it. No, it was the Argen-
tine spymaster plotting against
her. Maybe it really was a sui-
cide, the tragic fall of a man
whose case was coming undone.
Or was it Iran, the Israeli Mos-
sad, the C.I.A.? And what about
the lingering influence of the Na-
zis who fled here after World War
II?

Ever since the fatal shooting of
Alberto Nisman, the prosecutor
who accused President Cristina
Fernández de Kirchner of con-
spiring with Iran to cover up re-
sponsibility for the bombing of a
Jewish community center, this
country has been awash in theo-
ries about who pulled the trigger,
and why.

Whether in hushed conversa-
tions in cafes, at corner news
stalls, or at a lonely beach town

hot-dog stand, much of Argentina
seems to have an idea about how
Mr. Nisman ended up on his
apartment floor with a gunshot
wound to the head — the night
before he was scheduled to testi-
fy about his accusations to law-
makers.

“It has to either be the armed
faction of narco-Nazi-jihadist in-
ternational terrorism, or it has to
be the Jewish-Marxism mafia
that also involves the C.I.A., Is-
rael and the Mossad,” said Carlos
Wiesemann, 65, a hot-dog vendor
in the town of Pinamar, weighing
his list of suspected forces while
drinking whiskey with a friend.

Indeed, the obsession with Mr.
Nisman’s death — and the expan-
siveness of the theories to ex-
plain it — has grown so intense
that some Argentines are poring

Whodunit? In Obsessed Nation,
Question Becomes Who Didn’t

MEMO FROM ARGENTINA 

Continued on Page 11

By DANNY HAKIM

ATHENS — Fotini Katsigianni
wears a white nurse’s hat that
protrudes prominently from the
top of her head. She is head nurse
at Evangelismos Hospital, one of
the city’s most prominent.

So she was surprised last
month when she was approached
by a man in the hospital’s hall-
way. At the time, Ms. Katsigian-
ni’s husband was a patient there.
The strange man extended an
arm with a business card and
averted his face, so she could not
identify him. He offered to rent
her a cut-rate nurse.

“He told me for 30 euros I could
have whatever I want!” Ms. Kat-
sigianni said, laughing at the idea
of the head nurse being solicited
to buy illegal nursing care.

First the men come to the hos-
pitals of Greece during visiting
hours, leaving business cards
with pictures of nurses under pil-
lows and in waiting rooms. Then
the women come at night, mostly
foreigners from countries like
Georgia, Romania and Bulgaria.
They are the nurses of Greece
who aren’t really nurses.

Greece’s dire finances have
gutted its health care system.
Universal coverage effectively
ended under the austerity meas-
ures imposed under the terms of
the country’s bailout. Budget

GreekAusterity
SpawnsFakery:

Playing Nurse
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ON the 74th floor of the Time Warner Cen-
ter, Condominium 74B was purchased 
in 2010 for $15.65 million by a secretive 

entity called 25CC ST74B L.L.C. It traces to the 
family of Vitaly Malkin, a former Russian sena-
tor and banker who was barred from entering 
Canada because of suspected connections to or-

ganized crime. Last 
fall, another shell 
company bought a 
condo down the hall 
for $21.4 million from 

a Greek businessman named Dimitrios Con-
tominas, who was arrested a year ago as part 

of a corruption sweep in Greece. A few floors 
down are three condos owned by another shell 
company, Columbus Skyline L.L.C., which 
belongs to the family of a Chinese business-
man and contractor named Wang Wenliang. 
His construction company was found housing 
workers in New Jersey in hazardous, unsani-
tary conditions.

Behind the dark glass towers of the Time 
Warner Center looming over Central Park, a ma-
jority of owners have taken steps to keep their 
identities hidden, registering condos in trusts, 
limited liability companies or other entities that 
shield their names. By piercing the secrecy of 
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By LOUISE STORY
and STEPHANIE SAUL

On the 74th floor of the Time Warner
Center, Condominium 74B was pur-
chased in 2010 for $15.65 million by a se-
cretive entity called 25CC ST74B L.L.C.
It traces to the family of Vitaly Malkin, a
former Russian senator and banker
who was barred from entering Canada
because of suspected connections to or-
ganized crime. Last fall, another shell
company bought a condo down the hall
for $21.4 million from a Greek busi-
nessman named Dimitrios Contominas,

who was arrested a year ago as part of a
corruption sweep in Greece. A few
floors down are three condos owned by
another shell company, Columbus Sky-
line L.L.C., which belongs to the family
of a Chinese businessman and contrac-
tor named Wang Wenliang. His con-
struction company was found housing
workers in New Jersey in hazardous,
unsanitary conditions.

Behind the dark glass towers of the
Time Warner Center looming over Cen-
tral Park, a majority of owners have tak-
en steps to keep their identities hidden,
registering condos in trusts, limited li-
ability companies or other entities that
shield their names. By piercing the se-
crecy of more than 200 shell companies,
The New York Times documented a
decade of ownership in this iconic Man-
hattan way station for global money
transforming the city’s real estate mar-
ket.

Many of the owners represent a
cross-section of American wealth: chief
executives and celebrities, doctors and

lawyers, technology entrepreneurs and
Wall Street traders.

But The Times also found a growing
proportion of wealthy foreigners, at
least 16 of whom have been the subject
of government inquiries around the
world, either personally or as heads of
companies. The cases range from hous-
ing and environmental violations to fi-
nancial fraud. Four owners have been
arrested, and another four have been

the subject of fines or penalties for ille-
gal activities.

The foreign owners have included
government officials and close associ-
ates of officials from Russia, Colombia,
Malaysia, China, Kazakhstan and Mex-
ico.

They have been able to make these
multimillion-dollar purchases with few
questions asked because of United
States laws that foster the movement of

largely untraceable money through
shell companies.

Vast sums are flowing unchecked
around the world as never before —
whether motivated by corruption, tax
avoidance or investment strategy, and
enabled by an ever-more-borderless
economy and a proliferation of ways to
move and hide assets.

Alighting in places like London, Sin-
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Condo ownership in the Time Warner Center reflects the rising use of shell companies to buy high-end real estate.
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By AMY CHOZICK

With advice from more than
200 policy experts, Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton is trying to answer
what has emerged as a central
question of her early presidential
campaign strategy: how to ad-
dress the anger about income in-
equality without overly vilifying
the wealthy. 

Mrs. Clinton has not had to
wade into domestic policy since
before she became secretary of
state in 2009, and she has spent
the past few months engaged in
policy discussions with econo-
mists on the left and closer to the
Democratic Party’s center who
are grappling with the discontent
set off by the gap between rich
and poor. Sorting through the
often divergent advice to develop
an economic plan could affect the
timing and planning of the official
announcement of her campaign.

Although people close to Mrs.
Clinton say she has not yet set-
tled on a specific platform, she is
expected to embrace several
principles. They include standard
Democratic initiatives like rais-
ing the minimum wage, investing
in infrastructure, closing corpo-
rate tax loopholes and cutting
taxes for the middle class. Other
ideas are newer, such as provid-
ing incentives to corporations to
increase profit-sharing with em-
ployees and changing labor laws
to give workers more collective
bargaining power. 

Behind many of these propos-
als is a philosophy, endorsed by
Mrs. Clinton’s closest economic
advisers and often referred to as
inclusive capitalism, that con-
tends that a majority of Ameri-
cans do not want to punish the
rich; they just want to feel that

Economic Plan
Is a Quandary
For Clinton ’16

How to Address Anger
Over Wealth Gap
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By DECLAN WALSH

For decades, royal Arab hunt-
ing expeditions have traveled to
the far reaches of Pakistan in
pursuit of the houbara bustard —
a waddling, migratory bird
whose meat, they believe, con-
tains aphrodisiac powers.

Little expense is spared for the

elaborate winter hunts. Cargo
planes fly tents and luxury jeeps
into custom-built desert airstrips,
followed by private jets carrying
the kings and princes of Persian
Gulf countries along with their
precious charges: expensive
hunting falcons that are used to
kill the white-plumed houbara.

This year’s hunt, however, has

run into difficulty.
It started in November, when

the High Court in Baluchistan,
the vast and tumultuous Paki-
stani province that is a favored
hunting ground, canceled all for-
eign hunting permits in response
to complaints from conservation-
ists.

Those experts say the houb-
ara’s habitat, and perhaps the
long-term survival of the species,
which is already considered
threatened, has been endangered
by the ferocious pace of hunting.

That legal order ballooned into
a minor political crisis last week
when a senior Saudi prince and
his entourage landed in Baluchi-
stan, attracting unusually critical
media attention and a legal battle
that is scheduled to reach the
country’s Supreme Court in the
coming days.

Anger among conservationists
was heightened by the fact that
the prince — Fahd bin Sultan bin
Abdul Aziz, the governor of
Tabuk province — along with his
entourage had killed 2,100 houb-
ara over 21 days during last

For Saudis and Pakistan, a Bird of Contention
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Pakistanis last year in Baluchistan Province with their catch of
houbara bustard. Foreign hunting permits have been canceled. Continued on Page 14

By SIMON ROMERO

BUENOS AIRES — The presi-
dent did it. No, it was the Argen-
tine spymaster plotting against
her. Maybe it really was a sui-
cide, the tragic fall of a man
whose case was coming undone.
Or was it Iran, the Israeli Mos-
sad, the C.I.A.? And what about
the lingering influence of the Na-
zis who fled here after World War
II?

Ever since the fatal shooting of
Alberto Nisman, the prosecutor
who accused President Cristina
Fernández de Kirchner of con-
spiring with Iran to cover up re-
sponsibility for the bombing of a
Jewish community center, this
country has been awash in theo-
ries about who pulled the trigger,
and why.

Whether in hushed conversa-
tions in cafes, at corner news
stalls, or at a lonely beach town

hot-dog stand, much of Argentina
seems to have an idea about how
Mr. Nisman ended up on his
apartment floor with a gunshot
wound to the head — the night
before he was scheduled to testi-
fy about his accusations to law-
makers.

“It has to either be the armed
faction of narco-Nazi-jihadist in-
ternational terrorism, or it has to
be the Jewish-Marxism mafia
that also involves the C.I.A., Is-
rael and the Mossad,” said Carlos
Wiesemann, 65, a hot-dog vendor
in the town of Pinamar, weighing
his list of suspected forces while
drinking whiskey with a friend.

Indeed, the obsession with Mr.
Nisman’s death — and the expan-
siveness of the theories to ex-
plain it — has grown so intense
that some Argentines are poring

Whodunit? In Obsessed Nation,
Question Becomes Who Didn’t

MEMO FROM ARGENTINA 
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By DANNY HAKIM

ATHENS — Fotini Katsigianni
wears a white nurse’s hat that
protrudes prominently from the
top of her head. She is head nurse
at Evangelismos Hospital, one of
the city’s most prominent.

So she was surprised last
month when she was approached
by a man in the hospital’s hall-
way. At the time, Ms. Katsigian-
ni’s husband was a patient there.
The strange man extended an
arm with a business card and
averted his face, so she could not
identify him. He offered to rent
her a cut-rate nurse.

“He told me for 30 euros I could
have whatever I want!” Ms. Kat-
sigianni said, laughing at the idea
of the head nurse being solicited
to buy illegal nursing care.

First the men come to the hos-
pitals of Greece during visiting
hours, leaving business cards
with pictures of nurses under pil-
lows and in waiting rooms. Then
the women come at night, mostly
foreigners from countries like
Georgia, Romania and Bulgaria.
They are the nurses of Greece
who aren’t really nurses.

Greece’s dire finances have
gutted its health care system.
Universal coverage effectively
ended under the austerity meas-
ures imposed under the terms of
the country’s bailout. Budget

GreekAusterity
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By LOUISE STORY
and STEPHANIE SAUL

On the 74th floor of the Time Warner
Center, Condominium 74B was pur-
chased in 2010 for $15.65 million by a se-
cretive entity called 25CC ST74B L.L.C.
It traces to the family of Vitaly Malkin, a
former Russian senator and banker
who was barred from entering Canada
because of suspected connections to or-
ganized crime. Last fall, another shell
company bought a condo down the hall
for $21.4 million from a Greek busi-
nessman named Dimitrios Contominas,

who was arrested a year ago as part of a
corruption sweep in Greece. A few
floors down are three condos owned by
another shell company, Columbus Sky-
line L.L.C., which belongs to the family
of a Chinese businessman and contrac-
tor named Wang Wenliang. His con-
struction company was found housing
workers in New Jersey in hazardous,
unsanitary conditions.

Behind the dark glass towers of the
Time Warner Center looming over Cen-
tral Park, a majority of owners have tak-
en steps to keep their identities hidden,
registering condos in trusts, limited li-
ability companies or other entities that
shield their names. By piercing the se-
crecy of more than 200 shell companies,
The New York Times documented a
decade of ownership in this iconic Man-
hattan way station for global money
transforming the city’s real estate mar-
ket.

Many of the owners represent a
cross-section of American wealth: chief
executives and celebrities, doctors and

lawyers, technology entrepreneurs and
Wall Street traders.

But The Times also found a growing
proportion of wealthy foreigners, at
least 16 of whom have been the subject
of government inquiries around the
world, either personally or as heads of
companies. The cases range from hous-
ing and environmental violations to fi-
nancial fraud. Four owners have been
arrested, and another four have been

the subject of fines or penalties for ille-
gal activities.

The foreign owners have included
government officials and close associ-
ates of officials from Russia, Colombia,
Malaysia, China, Kazakhstan and Mex-
ico.

They have been able to make these
multimillion-dollar purchases with few
questions asked because of United
States laws that foster the movement of

largely untraceable money through
shell companies.

Vast sums are flowing unchecked
around the world as never before —
whether motivated by corruption, tax
avoidance or investment strategy, and
enabled by an ever-more-borderless
economy and a proliferation of ways to
move and hide assets.

Alighting in places like London, Sin-

TODD HEISLER/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Condo ownership in the Time Warner Center reflects the rising use of shell companies to buy high-end real estate.
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By AMY CHOZICK

With advice from more than
200 policy experts, Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton is trying to answer
what has emerged as a central
question of her early presidential
campaign strategy: how to ad-
dress the anger about income in-
equality without overly vilifying
the wealthy. 

Mrs. Clinton has not had to
wade into domestic policy since
before she became secretary of
state in 2009, and she has spent
the past few months engaged in
policy discussions with econo-
mists on the left and closer to the
Democratic Party’s center who
are grappling with the discontent
set off by the gap between rich
and poor. Sorting through the
often divergent advice to develop
an economic plan could affect the
timing and planning of the official
announcement of her campaign.

Although people close to Mrs.
Clinton say she has not yet set-
tled on a specific platform, she is
expected to embrace several
principles. They include standard
Democratic initiatives like rais-
ing the minimum wage, investing
in infrastructure, closing corpo-
rate tax loopholes and cutting
taxes for the middle class. Other
ideas are newer, such as provid-
ing incentives to corporations to
increase profit-sharing with em-
ployees and changing labor laws
to give workers more collective
bargaining power. 

Behind many of these propos-
als is a philosophy, endorsed by
Mrs. Clinton’s closest economic
advisers and often referred to as
inclusive capitalism, that con-
tends that a majority of Ameri-
cans do not want to punish the
rich; they just want to feel that

Economic Plan
Is a Quandary
For Clinton ’16

How to Address Anger
Over Wealth Gap
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By DECLAN WALSH

For decades, royal Arab hunt-
ing expeditions have traveled to
the far reaches of Pakistan in
pursuit of the houbara bustard —
a waddling, migratory bird
whose meat, they believe, con-
tains aphrodisiac powers.

Little expense is spared for the

elaborate winter hunts. Cargo
planes fly tents and luxury jeeps
into custom-built desert airstrips,
followed by private jets carrying
the kings and princes of Persian
Gulf countries along with their
precious charges: expensive
hunting falcons that are used to
kill the white-plumed houbara.

This year’s hunt, however, has

run into difficulty.
It started in November, when

the High Court in Baluchistan,
the vast and tumultuous Paki-
stani province that is a favored
hunting ground, canceled all for-
eign hunting permits in response
to complaints from conservation-
ists.

Those experts say the houb-
ara’s habitat, and perhaps the
long-term survival of the species,
which is already considered
threatened, has been endangered
by the ferocious pace of hunting.

That legal order ballooned into
a minor political crisis last week
when a senior Saudi prince and
his entourage landed in Baluchi-
stan, attracting unusually critical
media attention and a legal battle
that is scheduled to reach the
country’s Supreme Court in the
coming days.

Anger among conservationists
was heightened by the fact that
the prince — Fahd bin Sultan bin
Abdul Aziz, the governor of
Tabuk province — along with his
entourage had killed 2,100 houb-
ara over 21 days during last

For Saudis and Pakistan, a Bird of Contention
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Pakistanis last year in Baluchistan Province with their catch of
houbara bustard. Foreign hunting permits have been canceled. Continued on Page 14

By SIMON ROMERO

BUENOS AIRES — The presi-
dent did it. No, it was the Argen-
tine spymaster plotting against
her. Maybe it really was a sui-
cide, the tragic fall of a man
whose case was coming undone.
Or was it Iran, the Israeli Mos-
sad, the C.I.A.? And what about
the lingering influence of the Na-
zis who fled here after World War
II?

Ever since the fatal shooting of
Alberto Nisman, the prosecutor
who accused President Cristina
Fernández de Kirchner of con-
spiring with Iran to cover up re-
sponsibility for the bombing of a
Jewish community center, this
country has been awash in theo-
ries about who pulled the trigger,
and why.

Whether in hushed conversa-
tions in cafes, at corner news
stalls, or at a lonely beach town

hot-dog stand, much of Argentina
seems to have an idea about how
Mr. Nisman ended up on his
apartment floor with a gunshot
wound to the head — the night
before he was scheduled to testi-
fy about his accusations to law-
makers.

“It has to either be the armed
faction of narco-Nazi-jihadist in-
ternational terrorism, or it has to
be the Jewish-Marxism mafia
that also involves the C.I.A., Is-
rael and the Mossad,” said Carlos
Wiesemann, 65, a hot-dog vendor
in the town of Pinamar, weighing
his list of suspected forces while
drinking whiskey with a friend.

Indeed, the obsession with Mr.
Nisman’s death — and the expan-
siveness of the theories to ex-
plain it — has grown so intense
that some Argentines are poring

Whodunit? In Obsessed Nation,
Question Becomes Who Didn’t

MEMO FROM ARGENTINA 

Continued on Page 11

By DANNY HAKIM

ATHENS — Fotini Katsigianni
wears a white nurse’s hat that
protrudes prominently from the
top of her head. She is head nurse
at Evangelismos Hospital, one of
the city’s most prominent.

So she was surprised last
month when she was approached
by a man in the hospital’s hall-
way. At the time, Ms. Katsigian-
ni’s husband was a patient there.
The strange man extended an
arm with a business card and
averted his face, so she could not
identify him. He offered to rent
her a cut-rate nurse.

“He told me for 30 euros I could
have whatever I want!” Ms. Kat-
sigianni said, laughing at the idea
of the head nurse being solicited
to buy illegal nursing care.

First the men come to the hos-
pitals of Greece during visiting
hours, leaving business cards
with pictures of nurses under pil-
lows and in waiting rooms. Then
the women come at night, mostly
foreigners from countries like
Georgia, Romania and Bulgaria.
They are the nurses of Greece
who aren’t really nurses.

Greece’s dire finances have
gutted its health care system.
Universal coverage effectively
ended under the austerity meas-
ures imposed under the terms of
the country’s bailout. Budget

GreekAusterity
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By LOUISE STORY
and STEPHANIE SAUL

On the 74th floor of the Time Warner
Center, Condominium 74B was pur-
chased in 2010 for $15.65 million by a se-
cretive entity called 25CC ST74B L.L.C.
It traces to the family of Vitaly Malkin, a
former Russian senator and banker
who was barred from entering Canada
because of suspected connections to or-
ganized crime. Last fall, another shell
company bought a condo down the hall
for $21.4 million from a Greek busi-
nessman named Dimitrios Contominas,

who was arrested a year ago as part of a
corruption sweep in Greece. A few
floors down are three condos owned by
another shell company, Columbus Sky-
line L.L.C., which belongs to the family
of a Chinese businessman and contrac-
tor named Wang Wenliang. His con-
struction company was found housing
workers in New Jersey in hazardous,
unsanitary conditions.

Behind the dark glass towers of the
Time Warner Center looming over Cen-
tral Park, a majority of owners have tak-
en steps to keep their identities hidden,
registering condos in trusts, limited li-
ability companies or other entities that
shield their names. By piercing the se-
crecy of more than 200 shell companies,
The New York Times documented a
decade of ownership in this iconic Man-
hattan way station for global money
transforming the city’s real estate mar-
ket.

Many of the owners represent a
cross-section of American wealth: chief
executives and celebrities, doctors and

lawyers, technology entrepreneurs and
Wall Street traders.

But The Times also found a growing
proportion of wealthy foreigners, at
least 16 of whom have been the subject
of government inquiries around the
world, either personally or as heads of
companies. The cases range from hous-
ing and environmental violations to fi-
nancial fraud. Four owners have been
arrested, and another four have been

the subject of fines or penalties for ille-
gal activities.

The foreign owners have included
government officials and close associ-
ates of officials from Russia, Colombia,
Malaysia, China, Kazakhstan and Mex-
ico.

They have been able to make these
multimillion-dollar purchases with few
questions asked because of United
States laws that foster the movement of

largely untraceable money through
shell companies.

Vast sums are flowing unchecked
around the world as never before —
whether motivated by corruption, tax
avoidance or investment strategy, and
enabled by an ever-more-borderless
economy and a proliferation of ways to
move and hide assets.

Alighting in places like London, Sin-

TODD HEISLER/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Condo ownership in the Time Warner Center reflects the rising use of shell companies to buy high-end real estate.
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By AMY CHOZICK

With advice from more than
200 policy experts, Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton is trying to answer
what has emerged as a central
question of her early presidential
campaign strategy: how to ad-
dress the anger about income in-
equality without overly vilifying
the wealthy. 

Mrs. Clinton has not had to
wade into domestic policy since
before she became secretary of
state in 2009, and she has spent
the past few months engaged in
policy discussions with econo-
mists on the left and closer to the
Democratic Party’s center who
are grappling with the discontent
set off by the gap between rich
and poor. Sorting through the
often divergent advice to develop
an economic plan could affect the
timing and planning of the official
announcement of her campaign.

Although people close to Mrs.
Clinton say she has not yet set-
tled on a specific platform, she is
expected to embrace several
principles. They include standard
Democratic initiatives like rais-
ing the minimum wage, investing
in infrastructure, closing corpo-
rate tax loopholes and cutting
taxes for the middle class. Other
ideas are newer, such as provid-
ing incentives to corporations to
increase profit-sharing with em-
ployees and changing labor laws
to give workers more collective
bargaining power. 

Behind many of these propos-
als is a philosophy, endorsed by
Mrs. Clinton’s closest economic
advisers and often referred to as
inclusive capitalism, that con-
tends that a majority of Ameri-
cans do not want to punish the
rich; they just want to feel that

Economic Plan
Is a Quandary
For Clinton ’16

How to Address Anger
Over Wealth Gap
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By DECLAN WALSH

For decades, royal Arab hunt-
ing expeditions have traveled to
the far reaches of Pakistan in
pursuit of the houbara bustard —
a waddling, migratory bird
whose meat, they believe, con-
tains aphrodisiac powers.

Little expense is spared for the

elaborate winter hunts. Cargo
planes fly tents and luxury jeeps
into custom-built desert airstrips,
followed by private jets carrying
the kings and princes of Persian
Gulf countries along with their
precious charges: expensive
hunting falcons that are used to
kill the white-plumed houbara.

This year’s hunt, however, has

run into difficulty.
It started in November, when

the High Court in Baluchistan,
the vast and tumultuous Paki-
stani province that is a favored
hunting ground, canceled all for-
eign hunting permits in response
to complaints from conservation-
ists.

Those experts say the houb-
ara’s habitat, and perhaps the
long-term survival of the species,
which is already considered
threatened, has been endangered
by the ferocious pace of hunting.

That legal order ballooned into
a minor political crisis last week
when a senior Saudi prince and
his entourage landed in Baluchi-
stan, attracting unusually critical
media attention and a legal battle
that is scheduled to reach the
country’s Supreme Court in the
coming days.

Anger among conservationists
was heightened by the fact that
the prince — Fahd bin Sultan bin
Abdul Aziz, the governor of
Tabuk province — along with his
entourage had killed 2,100 houb-
ara over 21 days during last
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Pakistanis last year in Baluchistan Province with their catch of
houbara bustard. Foreign hunting permits have been canceled. Continued on Page 14

By SIMON ROMERO

BUENOS AIRES — The presi-
dent did it. No, it was the Argen-
tine spymaster plotting against
her. Maybe it really was a sui-
cide, the tragic fall of a man
whose case was coming undone.
Or was it Iran, the Israeli Mos-
sad, the C.I.A.? And what about
the lingering influence of the Na-
zis who fled here after World War
II?

Ever since the fatal shooting of
Alberto Nisman, the prosecutor
who accused President Cristina
Fernández de Kirchner of con-
spiring with Iran to cover up re-
sponsibility for the bombing of a
Jewish community center, this
country has been awash in theo-
ries about who pulled the trigger,
and why.

Whether in hushed conversa-
tions in cafes, at corner news
stalls, or at a lonely beach town

hot-dog stand, much of Argentina
seems to have an idea about how
Mr. Nisman ended up on his
apartment floor with a gunshot
wound to the head — the night
before he was scheduled to testi-
fy about his accusations to law-
makers.

“It has to either be the armed
faction of narco-Nazi-jihadist in-
ternational terrorism, or it has to
be the Jewish-Marxism mafia
that also involves the C.I.A., Is-
rael and the Mossad,” said Carlos
Wiesemann, 65, a hot-dog vendor
in the town of Pinamar, weighing
his list of suspected forces while
drinking whiskey with a friend.

Indeed, the obsession with Mr.
Nisman’s death — and the expan-
siveness of the theories to ex-
plain it — has grown so intense
that some Argentines are poring

Whodunit? In Obsessed Nation,
Question Becomes Who Didn’t
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By DANNY HAKIM

ATHENS — Fotini Katsigianni
wears a white nurse’s hat that
protrudes prominently from the
top of her head. She is head nurse
at Evangelismos Hospital, one of
the city’s most prominent.

So she was surprised last
month when she was approached
by a man in the hospital’s hall-
way. At the time, Ms. Katsigian-
ni’s husband was a patient there.
The strange man extended an
arm with a business card and
averted his face, so she could not
identify him. He offered to rent
her a cut-rate nurse.

“He told me for 30 euros I could
have whatever I want!” Ms. Kat-
sigianni said, laughing at the idea
of the head nurse being solicited
to buy illegal nursing care.

First the men come to the hos-
pitals of Greece during visiting
hours, leaving business cards
with pictures of nurses under pil-
lows and in waiting rooms. Then
the women come at night, mostly
foreigners from countries like
Georgia, Romania and Bulgaria.
They are the nurses of Greece
who aren’t really nurses.

Greece’s dire finances have
gutted its health care system.
Universal coverage effectively
ended under the austerity meas-
ures imposed under the terms of
the country’s bailout. Budget
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By LOUISE STORY
and STEPHANIE SAUL

On the 74th floor of the Time Warner
Center, Condominium 74B was pur-
chased in 2010 for $15.65 million by a se-
cretive entity called 25CC ST74B L.L.C.
It traces to the family of Vitaly Malkin, a
former Russian senator and banker
who was barred from entering Canada
because of suspected connections to or-
ganized crime. Last fall, another shell
company bought a condo down the hall
for $21.4 million from a Greek busi-
nessman named Dimitrios Contominas,

who was arrested a year ago as part of a
corruption sweep in Greece. A few
floors down are three condos owned by
another shell company, Columbus Sky-
line L.L.C., which belongs to the family
of a Chinese businessman and contrac-
tor named Wang Wenliang. His con-
struction company was found housing
workers in New Jersey in hazardous,
unsanitary conditions.

Behind the dark glass towers of the
Time Warner Center looming over Cen-
tral Park, a majority of owners have tak-
en steps to keep their identities hidden,
registering condos in trusts, limited li-
ability companies or other entities that
shield their names. By piercing the se-
crecy of more than 200 shell companies,
The New York Times documented a
decade of ownership in this iconic Man-
hattan way station for global money
transforming the city’s real estate mar-
ket.

Many of the owners represent a
cross-section of American wealth: chief
executives and celebrities, doctors and

lawyers, technology entrepreneurs and
Wall Street traders.

But The Times also found a growing
proportion of wealthy foreigners, at
least 16 of whom have been the subject
of government inquiries around the
world, either personally or as heads of
companies. The cases range from hous-
ing and environmental violations to fi-
nancial fraud. Four owners have been
arrested, and another four have been

the subject of fines or penalties for ille-
gal activities.

The foreign owners have included
government officials and close associ-
ates of officials from Russia, Colombia,
Malaysia, China, Kazakhstan and Mex-
ico.

They have been able to make these
multimillion-dollar purchases with few
questions asked because of United
States laws that foster the movement of

largely untraceable money through
shell companies.

Vast sums are flowing unchecked
around the world as never before —
whether motivated by corruption, tax
avoidance or investment strategy, and
enabled by an ever-more-borderless
economy and a proliferation of ways to
move and hide assets.

Alighting in places like London, Sin-
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Condo ownership in the Time Warner Center reflects the rising use of shell companies to buy high-end real estate.
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By AMY CHOZICK

With advice from more than
200 policy experts, Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton is trying to answer
what has emerged as a central
question of her early presidential
campaign strategy: how to ad-
dress the anger about income in-
equality without overly vilifying
the wealthy. 

Mrs. Clinton has not had to
wade into domestic policy since
before she became secretary of
state in 2009, and she has spent
the past few months engaged in
policy discussions with econo-
mists on the left and closer to the
Democratic Party’s center who
are grappling with the discontent
set off by the gap between rich
and poor. Sorting through the
often divergent advice to develop
an economic plan could affect the
timing and planning of the official
announcement of her campaign.

Although people close to Mrs.
Clinton say she has not yet set-
tled on a specific platform, she is
expected to embrace several
principles. They include standard
Democratic initiatives like rais-
ing the minimum wage, investing
in infrastructure, closing corpo-
rate tax loopholes and cutting
taxes for the middle class. Other
ideas are newer, such as provid-
ing incentives to corporations to
increase profit-sharing with em-
ployees and changing labor laws
to give workers more collective
bargaining power. 

Behind many of these propos-
als is a philosophy, endorsed by
Mrs. Clinton’s closest economic
advisers and often referred to as
inclusive capitalism, that con-
tends that a majority of Ameri-
cans do not want to punish the
rich; they just want to feel that

Economic Plan
Is a Quandary
For Clinton ’16

How to Address Anger
Over Wealth Gap
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By DECLAN WALSH

For decades, royal Arab hunt-
ing expeditions have traveled to
the far reaches of Pakistan in
pursuit of the houbara bustard —
a waddling, migratory bird
whose meat, they believe, con-
tains aphrodisiac powers.

Little expense is spared for the

elaborate winter hunts. Cargo
planes fly tents and luxury jeeps
into custom-built desert airstrips,
followed by private jets carrying
the kings and princes of Persian
Gulf countries along with their
precious charges: expensive
hunting falcons that are used to
kill the white-plumed houbara.

This year’s hunt, however, has

run into difficulty.
It started in November, when

the High Court in Baluchistan,
the vast and tumultuous Paki-
stani province that is a favored
hunting ground, canceled all for-
eign hunting permits in response
to complaints from conservation-
ists.

Those experts say the houb-
ara’s habitat, and perhaps the
long-term survival of the species,
which is already considered
threatened, has been endangered
by the ferocious pace of hunting.

That legal order ballooned into
a minor political crisis last week
when a senior Saudi prince and
his entourage landed in Baluchi-
stan, attracting unusually critical
media attention and a legal battle
that is scheduled to reach the
country’s Supreme Court in the
coming days.

Anger among conservationists
was heightened by the fact that
the prince — Fahd bin Sultan bin
Abdul Aziz, the governor of
Tabuk province — along with his
entourage had killed 2,100 houb-
ara over 21 days during last
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Pakistanis last year in Baluchistan Province with their catch of
houbara bustard. Foreign hunting permits have been canceled. Continued on Page 14

By SIMON ROMERO

BUENOS AIRES — The presi-
dent did it. No, it was the Argen-
tine spymaster plotting against
her. Maybe it really was a sui-
cide, the tragic fall of a man
whose case was coming undone.
Or was it Iran, the Israeli Mos-
sad, the C.I.A.? And what about
the lingering influence of the Na-
zis who fled here after World War
II?

Ever since the fatal shooting of
Alberto Nisman, the prosecutor
who accused President Cristina
Fernández de Kirchner of con-
spiring with Iran to cover up re-
sponsibility for the bombing of a
Jewish community center, this
country has been awash in theo-
ries about who pulled the trigger,
and why.

Whether in hushed conversa-
tions in cafes, at corner news
stalls, or at a lonely beach town

hot-dog stand, much of Argentina
seems to have an idea about how
Mr. Nisman ended up on his
apartment floor with a gunshot
wound to the head — the night
before he was scheduled to testi-
fy about his accusations to law-
makers.

“It has to either be the armed
faction of narco-Nazi-jihadist in-
ternational terrorism, or it has to
be the Jewish-Marxism mafia
that also involves the C.I.A., Is-
rael and the Mossad,” said Carlos
Wiesemann, 65, a hot-dog vendor
in the town of Pinamar, weighing
his list of suspected forces while
drinking whiskey with a friend.

Indeed, the obsession with Mr.
Nisman’s death — and the expan-
siveness of the theories to ex-
plain it — has grown so intense
that some Argentines are poring

Whodunit? In Obsessed Nation,
Question Becomes Who Didn’t
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By DANNY HAKIM

ATHENS — Fotini Katsigianni
wears a white nurse’s hat that
protrudes prominently from the
top of her head. She is head nurse
at Evangelismos Hospital, one of
the city’s most prominent.

So she was surprised last
month when she was approached
by a man in the hospital’s hall-
way. At the time, Ms. Katsigian-
ni’s husband was a patient there.
The strange man extended an
arm with a business card and
averted his face, so she could not
identify him. He offered to rent
her a cut-rate nurse.

“He told me for 30 euros I could
have whatever I want!” Ms. Kat-
sigianni said, laughing at the idea
of the head nurse being solicited
to buy illegal nursing care.

First the men come to the hos-
pitals of Greece during visiting
hours, leaving business cards
with pictures of nurses under pil-
lows and in waiting rooms. Then
the women come at night, mostly
foreigners from countries like
Georgia, Romania and Bulgaria.
They are the nurses of Greece
who aren’t really nurses.

Greece’s dire finances have
gutted its health care system.
Universal coverage effectively
ended under the austerity meas-
ures imposed under the terms of
the country’s bailout. Budget
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By LOUISE STORY
and STEPHANIE SAUL

On the 74th floor of the Time Warner
Center, Condominium 74B was pur-
chased in 2010 for $15.65 million by a se-
cretive entity called 25CC ST74B L.L.C.
It traces to the family of Vitaly Malkin, a
former Russian senator and banker
who was barred from entering Canada
because of suspected connections to or-
ganized crime. Last fall, another shell
company bought a condo down the hall
for $21.4 million from a Greek busi-
nessman named Dimitrios Contominas,

who was arrested a year ago as part of a
corruption sweep in Greece. A few
floors down are three condos owned by
another shell company, Columbus Sky-
line L.L.C., which belongs to the family
of a Chinese businessman and contrac-
tor named Wang Wenliang. His con-
struction company was found housing
workers in New Jersey in hazardous,
unsanitary conditions.

Behind the dark glass towers of the
Time Warner Center looming over Cen-
tral Park, a majority of owners have tak-
en steps to keep their identities hidden,
registering condos in trusts, limited li-
ability companies or other entities that
shield their names. By piercing the se-
crecy of more than 200 shell companies,
The New York Times documented a
decade of ownership in this iconic Man-
hattan way station for global money
transforming the city’s real estate mar-
ket.

Many of the owners represent a
cross-section of American wealth: chief
executives and celebrities, doctors and

lawyers, technology entrepreneurs and
Wall Street traders.

But The Times also found a growing
proportion of wealthy foreigners, at
least 16 of whom have been the subject
of government inquiries around the
world, either personally or as heads of
companies. The cases range from hous-
ing and environmental violations to fi-
nancial fraud. Four owners have been
arrested, and another four have been

the subject of fines or penalties for ille-
gal activities.

The foreign owners have included
government officials and close associ-
ates of officials from Russia, Colombia,
Malaysia, China, Kazakhstan and Mex-
ico.

They have been able to make these
multimillion-dollar purchases with few
questions asked because of United
States laws that foster the movement of

largely untraceable money through
shell companies.

Vast sums are flowing unchecked
around the world as never before —
whether motivated by corruption, tax
avoidance or investment strategy, and
enabled by an ever-more-borderless
economy and a proliferation of ways to
move and hide assets.

Alighting in places like London, Sin-

TODD HEISLER/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Condo ownership in the Time Warner Center reflects the rising use of shell companies to buy high-end real estate.

TOWERS OF SECRECY

First of five articles.

Note: The graphic represents the number of apartments on each floor. Sources: PropertyShark, N.Y.C. Department of Buildings THE NEW YORK TIMES
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By AMY CHOZICK

With advice from more than
200 policy experts, Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton is trying to answer
what has emerged as a central
question of her early presidential
campaign strategy: how to ad-
dress the anger about income in-
equality without overly vilifying
the wealthy. 

Mrs. Clinton has not had to
wade into domestic policy since
before she became secretary of
state in 2009, and she has spent
the past few months engaged in
policy discussions with econo-
mists on the left and closer to the
Democratic Party’s center who
are grappling with the discontent
set off by the gap between rich
and poor. Sorting through the
often divergent advice to develop
an economic plan could affect the
timing and planning of the official
announcement of her campaign.

Although people close to Mrs.
Clinton say she has not yet set-
tled on a specific platform, she is
expected to embrace several
principles. They include standard
Democratic initiatives like rais-
ing the minimum wage, investing
in infrastructure, closing corpo-
rate tax loopholes and cutting
taxes for the middle class. Other
ideas are newer, such as provid-
ing incentives to corporations to
increase profit-sharing with em-
ployees and changing labor laws
to give workers more collective
bargaining power. 

Behind many of these propos-
als is a philosophy, endorsed by
Mrs. Clinton’s closest economic
advisers and often referred to as
inclusive capitalism, that con-
tends that a majority of Ameri-
cans do not want to punish the
rich; they just want to feel that

Economic Plan
Is a Quandary
For Clinton ’16

How to Address Anger
Over Wealth Gap

Continued on Page 18

By DECLAN WALSH

For decades, royal Arab hunt-
ing expeditions have traveled to
the far reaches of Pakistan in
pursuit of the houbara bustard —
a waddling, migratory bird
whose meat, they believe, con-
tains aphrodisiac powers.

Little expense is spared for the

elaborate winter hunts. Cargo
planes fly tents and luxury jeeps
into custom-built desert airstrips,
followed by private jets carrying
the kings and princes of Persian
Gulf countries along with their
precious charges: expensive
hunting falcons that are used to
kill the white-plumed houbara.

This year’s hunt, however, has

run into difficulty.
It started in November, when

the High Court in Baluchistan,
the vast and tumultuous Paki-
stani province that is a favored
hunting ground, canceled all for-
eign hunting permits in response
to complaints from conservation-
ists.

Those experts say the houb-
ara’s habitat, and perhaps the
long-term survival of the species,
which is already considered
threatened, has been endangered
by the ferocious pace of hunting.

That legal order ballooned into
a minor political crisis last week
when a senior Saudi prince and
his entourage landed in Baluchi-
stan, attracting unusually critical
media attention and a legal battle
that is scheduled to reach the
country’s Supreme Court in the
coming days.

Anger among conservationists
was heightened by the fact that
the prince — Fahd bin Sultan bin
Abdul Aziz, the governor of
Tabuk province — along with his
entourage had killed 2,100 houb-
ara over 21 days during last

For Saudis and Pakistan, a Bird of Contention

TALHA ALI

Pakistanis last year in Baluchistan Province with their catch of
houbara bustard. Foreign hunting permits have been canceled. Continued on Page 14

By SIMON ROMERO

BUENOS AIRES — The presi-
dent did it. No, it was the Argen-
tine spymaster plotting against
her. Maybe it really was a sui-
cide, the tragic fall of a man
whose case was coming undone.
Or was it Iran, the Israeli Mos-
sad, the C.I.A.? And what about
the lingering influence of the Na-
zis who fled here after World War
II?

Ever since the fatal shooting of
Alberto Nisman, the prosecutor
who accused President Cristina
Fernández de Kirchner of con-
spiring with Iran to cover up re-
sponsibility for the bombing of a
Jewish community center, this
country has been awash in theo-
ries about who pulled the trigger,
and why.

Whether in hushed conversa-
tions in cafes, at corner news
stalls, or at a lonely beach town

hot-dog stand, much of Argentina
seems to have an idea about how
Mr. Nisman ended up on his
apartment floor with a gunshot
wound to the head — the night
before he was scheduled to testi-
fy about his accusations to law-
makers.

“It has to either be the armed
faction of narco-Nazi-jihadist in-
ternational terrorism, or it has to
be the Jewish-Marxism mafia
that also involves the C.I.A., Is-
rael and the Mossad,” said Carlos
Wiesemann, 65, a hot-dog vendor
in the town of Pinamar, weighing
his list of suspected forces while
drinking whiskey with a friend.

Indeed, the obsession with Mr.
Nisman’s death — and the expan-
siveness of the theories to ex-
plain it — has grown so intense
that some Argentines are poring

Whodunit? In Obsessed Nation,
Question Becomes Who Didn’t

MEMO FROM ARGENTINA 

Continued on Page 11

By DANNY HAKIM

ATHENS — Fotini Katsigianni
wears a white nurse’s hat that
protrudes prominently from the
top of her head. She is head nurse
at Evangelismos Hospital, one of
the city’s most prominent.

So she was surprised last
month when she was approached
by a man in the hospital’s hall-
way. At the time, Ms. Katsigian-
ni’s husband was a patient there.
The strange man extended an
arm with a business card and
averted his face, so she could not
identify him. He offered to rent
her a cut-rate nurse.

“He told me for 30 euros I could
have whatever I want!” Ms. Kat-
sigianni said, laughing at the idea
of the head nurse being solicited
to buy illegal nursing care.

First the men come to the hos-
pitals of Greece during visiting
hours, leaving business cards
with pictures of nurses under pil-
lows and in waiting rooms. Then
the women come at night, mostly
foreigners from countries like
Georgia, Romania and Bulgaria.
They are the nurses of Greece
who aren’t really nurses.

Greece’s dire finances have
gutted its health care system.
Universal coverage effectively
ended under the austerity meas-
ures imposed under the terms of
the country’s bailout. Budget

GreekAusterity
SpawnsFakery:

Playing Nurse
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By LOUISE STORY
and STEPHANIE SAUL

On the 74th floor of the Time Warner
Center, Condominium 74B was pur-
chased in 2010 for $15.65 million by a se-
cretive entity called 25CC ST74B L.L.C.
It traces to the family of Vitaly Malkin, a
former Russian senator and banker
who was barred from entering Canada
because of suspected connections to or-
ganized crime. Last fall, another shell
company bought a condo down the hall
for $21.4 million from a Greek busi-
nessman named Dimitrios Contominas,

who was arrested a year ago as part of a
corruption sweep in Greece. A few
floors down are three condos owned by
another shell company, Columbus Sky-
line L.L.C., which belongs to the family
of a Chinese businessman and contrac-
tor named Wang Wenliang. His con-
struction company was found housing
workers in New Jersey in hazardous,
unsanitary conditions.

Behind the dark glass towers of the
Time Warner Center looming over Cen-
tral Park, a majority of owners have tak-
en steps to keep their identities hidden,
registering condos in trusts, limited li-
ability companies or other entities that
shield their names. By piercing the se-
crecy of more than 200 shell companies,
The New York Times documented a
decade of ownership in this iconic Man-
hattan way station for global money
transforming the city’s real estate mar-
ket.

Many of the owners represent a
cross-section of American wealth: chief
executives and celebrities, doctors and

lawyers, technology entrepreneurs and
Wall Street traders.

But The Times also found a growing
proportion of wealthy foreigners, at
least 16 of whom have been the subject
of government inquiries around the
world, either personally or as heads of
companies. The cases range from hous-
ing and environmental violations to fi-
nancial fraud. Four owners have been
arrested, and another four have been

the subject of fines or penalties for ille-
gal activities.

The foreign owners have included
government officials and close associ-
ates of officials from Russia, Colombia,
Malaysia, China, Kazakhstan and Mex-
ico.

They have been able to make these
multimillion-dollar purchases with few
questions asked because of United
States laws that foster the movement of

largely untraceable money through
shell companies.

Vast sums are flowing unchecked
around the world as never before —
whether motivated by corruption, tax
avoidance or investment strategy, and
enabled by an ever-more-borderless
economy and a proliferation of ways to
move and hide assets.

Alighting in places like London, Sin-
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Condo ownership in the Time Warner Center reflects the rising use of shell companies to buy high-end real estate.
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By AMY CHOZICK

With advice from more than
200 policy experts, Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton is trying to answer
what has emerged as a central
question of her early presidential
campaign strategy: how to ad-
dress the anger about income in-
equality without overly vilifying
the wealthy. 

Mrs. Clinton has not had to
wade into domestic policy since
before she became secretary of
state in 2009, and she has spent
the past few months engaged in
policy discussions with econo-
mists on the left and closer to the
Democratic Party’s center who
are grappling with the discontent
set off by the gap between rich
and poor. Sorting through the
often divergent advice to develop
an economic plan could affect the
timing and planning of the official
announcement of her campaign.

Although people close to Mrs.
Clinton say she has not yet set-
tled on a specific platform, she is
expected to embrace several
principles. They include standard
Democratic initiatives like rais-
ing the minimum wage, investing
in infrastructure, closing corpo-
rate tax loopholes and cutting
taxes for the middle class. Other
ideas are newer, such as provid-
ing incentives to corporations to
increase profit-sharing with em-
ployees and changing labor laws
to give workers more collective
bargaining power. 

Behind many of these propos-
als is a philosophy, endorsed by
Mrs. Clinton’s closest economic
advisers and often referred to as
inclusive capitalism, that con-
tends that a majority of Ameri-
cans do not want to punish the
rich; they just want to feel that
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By DECLAN WALSH

For decades, royal Arab hunt-
ing expeditions have traveled to
the far reaches of Pakistan in
pursuit of the houbara bustard —
a waddling, migratory bird
whose meat, they believe, con-
tains aphrodisiac powers.

Little expense is spared for the

elaborate winter hunts. Cargo
planes fly tents and luxury jeeps
into custom-built desert airstrips,
followed by private jets carrying
the kings and princes of Persian
Gulf countries along with their
precious charges: expensive
hunting falcons that are used to
kill the white-plumed houbara.

This year’s hunt, however, has

run into difficulty.
It started in November, when

the High Court in Baluchistan,
the vast and tumultuous Paki-
stani province that is a favored
hunting ground, canceled all for-
eign hunting permits in response
to complaints from conservation-
ists.

Those experts say the houb-
ara’s habitat, and perhaps the
long-term survival of the species,
which is already considered
threatened, has been endangered
by the ferocious pace of hunting.

That legal order ballooned into
a minor political crisis last week
when a senior Saudi prince and
his entourage landed in Baluchi-
stan, attracting unusually critical
media attention and a legal battle
that is scheduled to reach the
country’s Supreme Court in the
coming days.

Anger among conservationists
was heightened by the fact that
the prince — Fahd bin Sultan bin
Abdul Aziz, the governor of
Tabuk province — along with his
entourage had killed 2,100 houb-
ara over 21 days during last
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Pakistanis last year in Baluchistan Province with their catch of
houbara bustard. Foreign hunting permits have been canceled. Continued on Page 14

By SIMON ROMERO

BUENOS AIRES — The presi-
dent did it. No, it was the Argen-
tine spymaster plotting against
her. Maybe it really was a sui-
cide, the tragic fall of a man
whose case was coming undone.
Or was it Iran, the Israeli Mos-
sad, the C.I.A.? And what about
the lingering influence of the Na-
zis who fled here after World War
II?

Ever since the fatal shooting of
Alberto Nisman, the prosecutor
who accused President Cristina
Fernández de Kirchner of con-
spiring with Iran to cover up re-
sponsibility for the bombing of a
Jewish community center, this
country has been awash in theo-
ries about who pulled the trigger,
and why.

Whether in hushed conversa-
tions in cafes, at corner news
stalls, or at a lonely beach town

hot-dog stand, much of Argentina
seems to have an idea about how
Mr. Nisman ended up on his
apartment floor with a gunshot
wound to the head — the night
before he was scheduled to testi-
fy about his accusations to law-
makers.

“It has to either be the armed
faction of narco-Nazi-jihadist in-
ternational terrorism, or it has to
be the Jewish-Marxism mafia
that also involves the C.I.A., Is-
rael and the Mossad,” said Carlos
Wiesemann, 65, a hot-dog vendor
in the town of Pinamar, weighing
his list of suspected forces while
drinking whiskey with a friend.

Indeed, the obsession with Mr.
Nisman’s death — and the expan-
siveness of the theories to ex-
plain it — has grown so intense
that some Argentines are poring
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By DANNY HAKIM

ATHENS — Fotini Katsigianni
wears a white nurse’s hat that
protrudes prominently from the
top of her head. She is head nurse
at Evangelismos Hospital, one of
the city’s most prominent.

So she was surprised last
month when she was approached
by a man in the hospital’s hall-
way. At the time, Ms. Katsigian-
ni’s husband was a patient there.
The strange man extended an
arm with a business card and
averted his face, so she could not
identify him. He offered to rent
her a cut-rate nurse.

“He told me for 30 euros I could
have whatever I want!” Ms. Kat-
sigianni said, laughing at the idea
of the head nurse being solicited
to buy illegal nursing care.

First the men come to the hos-
pitals of Greece during visiting
hours, leaving business cards
with pictures of nurses under pil-
lows and in waiting rooms. Then
the women come at night, mostly
foreigners from countries like
Georgia, Romania and Bulgaria.
They are the nurses of Greece
who aren’t really nurses.

Greece’s dire finances have
gutted its health care system.
Universal coverage effectively
ended under the austerity meas-
ures imposed under the terms of
the country’s bailout. Budget
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by Terrence McCoy

BALTIMORE — The house where Freddie 
Gray’s life changed forever sits at the end of 
a long line of abandoned rowhouses in one 
of this city’s poorest neighborhoods. The 
interior of that North Carey Street house, 
cluttered with couches and potted plants, 
is lacquered in a fresh coat of paint that 
makes the living room glow.

But it wasn’t always this way. When 
Gray lived here between 1992 and 1996, 
paint chips flaked off the walls and littered 
the hardwood floor, according to a 2008 
lawsuit filed in Baltimore City Circuit 
Court. The front window sills shed white 
strips of paint.

It was worst in the front room, where 
Gray bedded down most nights with his 
mother, he recalled years later in a deposi-
tion.

“There was a big hole when you go up 
the steps,” Gray recalled in 2009. “There 

was a couple of walls that wasn’t painted 
all the way, peeled. . . . And like the win-
dows, paint was peeling off the windows.”

Before Freddie Gray was injured in 
police custody last month, before he died 
and this city was plunged into rioting, his 
life was defined by failures in the class-
room, run-ins with the law and an inability 
to focus on anything for very long.

Many of those problems began when 
he was a child and living in this house, 
according to a 2008 lead-poisoning law-
suit filed by Gray and his siblings against 
the property owner. The suit resulted in an 
undisclosed settlement.

Reports of Gray’s history with lead 
come at a time when the city and nation 
are still trying to understand the full rami-
fications of lead poisoning. Advocates and 
studies say it can diminish cognitive func-
tion, increase aggression and ultimately 
exacerbate the cycle of poverty that is 
already exceedingly difficult to break.

Lead poisoning is ‘toxic legacy’ that
still haunts Freddie Gray’s Baltimore
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